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| St. John’s i 


Presbyterian — 
celebrates 
125 years 


Q) Anniversary services and dinner 
are planned for Sunday 


By Dawn Feldhaus 
Post-Record staff 


Two Camas residents have a unique link 
to the history of the church they belong to 
— a congregation that will celebrate its 
125th anniversary this weekend. 

Cousins Sherrie Thomas and Gayle 
Matthews are two members of St. John’s 
Presbyterian Church, who can include 
Aeneas MacMaster in their family tree. 
MacMaster is credited with founding the 
Camas church. 

Thomas said she feels very proud to be a 
descendant of the church’s founder. 

“It makes me. 
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| St. John’s Presbyterian was originally 
located in a store and — 
home for er, his wife Elizabeth 
andl ‘titel pMocMastes, after they moved 
from Scotland and then Canada. The store 
_ See St. John’s, page A3 : 

Continued from page Al 

“Aeneas MacMaster General 

Merchandise” was originally 

located on Northeast Fourth 

Avenue and Columbia Street, 

across from the paper mill. 

In 1883, Aeneas 


MacMaster petitioned the 
Presbytery of Puget Sound 
to establish a congregation 
consisting of six members 
— three of whom were in his 
family. That year, the Rev. 
John Thompson, of Olympia, 
conducted the first church 
service in a warehouse and 
developed a Sabbath school. 
Joseph Hanna served as 
St. John’s first minister, 
and Thompson became the 
church’s second minister. 

In 1885, a second larger 
store was constructed on 
Northeast Third Avenue 
and Columbia, to allow 
for expansion of the paper 
mill. The church services 
remained in the store. 

In 1886, a new building 
for St. John’s was dedicated 
on Division Street. Local 
Methodist and _ Baptist 
congregations also used 
the building until they 
constructed their own. 

The first service at St. 
John’s current location, 1206 
N.E. Birch St., was held in 
1943. An expansion project, 
involving the sanctuary, was 
completed 15 years later. 
There are currently 235 
church members, with an 


— weekly attendance 
of 135. 


Ken Campbell has served j 
as the church's pastor for 


In 1886, a nb building for St. John’s Presbyterian Church was dedicated: x 
on Division Stréet, i Camas. The 235-member congregation will celebrate 
the church's 125th anniversary with special services and a celebration din- 
ner Sunday. The first service at St. John’s current location, 1206 N.E. Birch 
St., was held in 1943. 


— just being a clear witness 
of the Christian faith,” he 
said. “The members are 
really open to new and fresh 
ways to give testimony to the 
historic faith.” 

Campbell described the 
members of St. John’s as 
“quite innovative” after 
they participated in an 
“outrageous parable” this 
year. It involved each church 
attendee receiving $50 


“There were baked goods. A 
man who had survived open 
heart surgery at a fairly 
young age climbed Beacon 
Rock three times in one day 
as an expression of joy for his 
renewed health.” 

The hiker raised money 
for the Congolese hospital 
byes seeking financial support — 
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at 9 and 10:30 a.m., at St. 


